[Hospitals of the future confronting a changing epidemiology and the advance of medical research].
A review is offered of the most consistent sociological and epidemiological modifications taking place in this country, and their impact on the behaviour of diseases in the community. Following this picture on-the-move, analysis is performed on how designing, building and managing of the new hospitals are to be modified accordingly. In any case, new hospitals, specifically devoted to acute cases, will enter an assistance network including also territorial institutions, specifically devoted to the management of chronic pathologies.